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asking her if she was decided, accepted her
assurance that she was ; and yet, when that
evening he read to the family out of Bishop Hall's
Meditations, Sophy fixed her eyes alternately on
him and Williamson, steadily, as though reading
them both. Williamson was alive to the meaning
of that scrutiny, and wisely carried her off three
days later and incontinently married her. " On
March 4th," Wesley was to say in reference to the
day of the lot drawing,'" God commanded me to
pull out my right eye; and by His Grace I
determined to do so : but being slack in the
execution, on Saturday March isth, God being
very merciful to me, my friend performed what I
could not." The dedicated soul was saved;
reason supporting pride had won the battle
against love ; but that the real casualty had been
the unfortunate Sophy does not seem to have
occurred to the man striving after salvation.

A violent emotional storm such as the one
Wesley had passed through does not at once leave
a man in peace ; nor did the people concerned
do so. Williamson was angry and forbade his
wife to see Wesley ; it unsettled her, and besides,
he might make her too strict for his comfort.
Wesley himself was in some doubt as to Sophy's
integrity. Had she dealt quite openly with him ?
She professed that she had, so he was able tor
admit her to Holy Communion. Then further
doubts arose ; Wesley heard things, he even
enquired about things - Sophy had never really